
Gentlemen 
  
  
  
The new scrum law change is with us , it is absolutely vital that you read and comprehend the attached and 
following detail 
  
  
The law change impacts all players from U13 upwards, and that means U19 must now drop their arm.  
  
Please also consider that you may need to use your management skills on this subject and be prepared to 
talk the changes through with FR and coaches before or after (but not during) the game for the next 1-3 
weeks, as teams also get used to it.  Think of this as an opportunity for you to build rapport with coaches 
and players, but always be aware that they may well also try it ON. So try not to get fooled    
  
  
You will certainly have to change your brief so you may want to practice this in advance.   Think do 
you need to spend longer on a brief?    
  
Also think how will you manage the first scrum on Saturday? 
  
Finally under NO circumstances should you referee the engagement sequence under the old law, if 
you find teams have not been trained in the new laws.  
You may want to start to think how can you manage this situation now so you are prepared?   Also 
be prepared for the scenario where one team has been trained and is aware of the new sequence and 
where the other has not.  
Uncontested scrums are at your disposal but they have ramifications, especially for league games.     
Player safety is paramount and should always be your first 
consideration.  
   
Gentlemen 
  
Scrum Law Change 
  
1. There may be front row forwards who are unaware of the changes to the Scrum Law.  Is it necessary to 
ask  all front row forwards if they are aware of the change and been appropriately trained?  If the front row 
forwards ARE unaware, should the referee insist on uncontested scrums from the outset?  
  
The response:  No, a referee does NOT have to ask the front row forwards if they are aware of the change 
to the Scrum Law.  He/she should carry out his/her front row brief as normal.  Clearly this brief should 
refelect the change to the Law.  
  
Regards 
  
Graham Cross 
Manor Farm  
Roydon 
Diss 
IP22 5QS 
01379 642345  
07850 642345
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Gentlemen, 
 
You will be aware that from 1st January 2007 the iRB have introduced a Law change relating to the 
engagement of the scrum, inserting an additional element to the sequence. 
 
With the assistance of a number of Guinness Premiership clubs “Live Trials” have taken place, with 
senior referees present to oversee events. After each trial a debrief took place involving the senior 
coaches of the clubs and issues of concern were noted and discussed. After collating all the information 
we have now formalised the management process to be adopted throughout all levels of the game under 
the responsibility of the RFU, this process is explained below. 
 
It is imperative all stakeholders accept referees shall retain control of the engagement process, this we 
believe is essential in ensuring a safe environment is maintained for players. 
 
 
THE LAW CHANGE 20.1 (h)  
 
The new Law to be applied for the scrum engagement will be:  
 
The referee will call “Crouch” then “Touch”. The front rows crouch and using their outside arm each 
prop touches the point of the opposing props outside shoulder. The props will then withdraw their arms. 
The referee will then call “Pause”. Following a pause the referee will then call “Engage”. 
 
From the Law change it is evident we now have four distinct and separate instructions. Referees should 
ensure they do not start the engagement process until both scrums are stationary and balanced. The 
scrums MUST remain stationary throughout the four instructions, if the scrum becomes unstable at any 
stage during the sequence the referee shall blow his whistle and ask the front rows to stand and restart the 
process, unless the referee deems one side has wilfully offended, in which case they will be penalised. 

 
Cont’…….. 
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ENGAGING THE FRONT ROWS  
 
Before commencing the sequence the referee shall mark with his foot the place where the scrum is to be 
formed. 
 
CROUCH 
 
The referee shall not call crouch immediately but wait to witness how both scrums form up, we know 
from experience some sides will go to a full crouch early, it is at this stage the referee will call 
CROUCH. If a side on the referees instruction fail to crouch in a horizontal position that side renders 
themselves liable to penalty. 
 
TOUCH 
 
On the call of the referee, not before, all four props using their outside arms shall touch the point of the 
outside shoulder of their opposing prop before withdrawing their arms.  
 
We wish to remind players that the touch sequence is not a race, the referee will not move onto the next 
instruction until satisfied all four props have adhered to the Touch sequence. Props who fail or refuse to 
touch in the agreed manner render themselves liable to penalty. Touch Judges are reminded they have a 
responsibility to advice the referee of any player failing to comply with the instruction. 
 
PAUSE 
 
Players have to remain stationary and balanced throughout this element of the sequence, referees will 
penalise players who he believes wilfully destabilised the scrum, thus slowing down the process. 
 
ENGAGE 
 
The final phase of the sequence, the instruction for the players to come together, should players refuse to 
engage or engage before the instruction they will render themselves liable to penalty. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
All participants (players, coaches and referees) have a responsibility to create as safe a playing 
environment as possible. The iRB believe this law change will reduce the impact at the engagement and 
with forwards at the correct height we will see an associated improvement in the bind which it is hoped 
will minimise the number of collapsed scrums.  
 
At present great concern has been raised regarding the length of time front rows are asked to remain in 
the couched position. While sympathising with this view, to ensure our referees apply the new law 
coherently and effectively players and coaches alike MUST ensure they accept the principle; the referee 
will control the engagement of the scrum.    
 
Between now and the implementation date of January 1st it is hoped as many clubs as possible will invite 
referees into their club training sessions, these sessions would be invaluable to both players and referees 
offering them the opportunity to become conversant with the demands of the law change. 
 
We look forward to all cooperating to ensure the law change is implemented to everyone’s satisfaction 
and without too many issues. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Ed Morrison 
(By email) 
 
Elite Referees Officer 
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Gentlemen 
  
Scrum Law Change 
  
  
1. There may be front row forwards who are unaware of the changes to the Scrum Law.  Is it 
necessary to ask all front row forwards if they are aware of the change and been appropriately 
trained?  If the front row forwards ARE unaware, should the referee insist on uncontested 
scrums from the outset? 
  
The response:  No, a referee does NOT have to ask the front row forwards if they are aware of 
the change to the Scrum Law.  He/she should carry out his/her front row brief as normal.  
Clearly this brief should refelect the change to the Law. 
  
  
Regards 
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