WOODFORDES NORFOLK MERIT TABLE CLUB COMPETITION 
RULES FOR Merit Tables 1 & 2 only.(Important changes for 2012/13 in RED)
1.THE COMPETITION

a) The full title of the competition (unless amended by resolution of the Norfolk Rugby Union) shall be ‘The Woodfordes Norfolk Merit Table’. Every reference by Clubs to matches in the competition shall include the full title. Clubs are expected to honour their sponsorship obligations to the fullest extent.

b) All matches in the competition shall be played under the laws of Rugby Union Football and shall comply with the bylaws, resolutions and regulations of the Rugby Football Union.. The management of the competition shall be vested in the Competition Sub-Committee of the Norfolk Rugby Union, who shall be responsible to the General Committee for organising the competition. They shall have full powers to deal, in cases of disagreement between clubs, on the interpretation of these rules or on any matter not covered by these rules in connection with the competition and its decision on any matter shall be final and binding.

c) In the event of a dispute or complaint, objections should be sent to the Competition Secretary, and must be received within 48 hours of the event causing the dispute. The dispute or complaint shall be heard by the President of the Norfolk Rugby Union and two officials of the Union appointed by him. A representative of each Club involved may be invited to attend and be heard. The decision of this Committee regarding the dispute or complaint shall be final and binding.

d) The numbers of teams in each division shall be up to a maximum of 12 (twelve).

e) Clubs may enter more than one team.

f) The final position of teams in a division shall be established by awarding FOUR points for a win and TWO points for a draw and ONE point for a loss. The winner will be the team with the highest points awarded. In the event of equality, positions will be determined by

i. the team having played the most games (i.e. fewest points deducted)

ii. then the team with the most wins.

iii. then the team with the largest points advantage

g) Two teams from Merit Table One shall be relegated & two teams from Merit Table Two shall be  promoted. When there is a Third Divison, only the bottom side in Merit Table Two shall be relegated, unless the top side in the Third division do not wish to be promoted.
h) No Club may have two sides in the same division. If a team is relegated to a division where there is another side from that Club, then the lower side shall be relegated also. If the relegation results in two teams in the lowest division, then the lower side will be removed from the league.

i) If, as a result of a new team entering the competition or of the resignation of a team from the competition, or for other reason, the pattern of the divisions is changed, the Sub-Committee shall be empowered to revise the numbers of promoted or relegated Clubs to bring divisions to the required number. 
j) The Committee shall have the power to expel or suspend any team or Club from membership of the competition or impose such other penalty as considered appropriate for breach of these regulations.

2. FIXTURES

a) Each team must play two competition matches against every other team in its division. 

b) The Competitions Secretary will decide fixtures on fixed weekends and matches must be played on these dates. These dates will reflect the League weekends as decided by the London Division Competitions structure.

c) Changes to fixtures must be communicated to, and agreed by the Competitions Secretary each season at least 7 days before the first scheduled fixture in the competition . Changes to fixtures will not be allowed after this date. 

d) In the event of postponement due to weather, the rearranged game will be played on the NEXT AVAILABLE WEEKEND as decided by the Competition Secretary and based on the London Division Competitions structure.
e) In the event of a team being unable to fulfil a fixture, that team will be deemed responsible for the cancellation. Where a competition match has been cancelled and is not being rearranged, the match shall be awarded to the team not responsible for the cancellation, with the score of 20–0 and FOUR competition points. The team responsible for the cancellation shall be deducted THREE points.
f) Teams that fail to fulfil, or are deemed responsible for cancellation of more than 33% of their scheduled fixtures may be removed from the Competition immediately, at the discretion of the Committee. In this case all previous results will be removed, and will not be used to determine the final placings of the other teams in the division.
g) Entry to the competition is acceptance of these rules.

3. MATCH RULES

a) The referee for a competition match shall be appointed by the Norfolk Rugby Union Referees’ Society. Referees on exchange may be appointed through the Norfolk Society and the Eastern Counties Referees’ Society. Should the appointed Referee fail to arrive at the ground or be unable to complete the match for any reason, another person may officiate with the agreement of both captains. Each team should provide a Touch Judge.

b) Having nominated a team, the Club shall ensure that such team shall consist of players who would normally be expected to play for that team. If, in the opinion of the Sub-Committee, any Club fields an unrepresentative team in any competition match, that team shall forfeit any competition points gained in that match plus another THREE points. If the other side in that match gained no competition points, that side should be awarded FOUR points, and the match score be recorded as 0-0.

c) If there is a shortage of players, games should be played with no side starting with a numerical advantage of more than one. Only in the event of a sending off, yellow card, or injury with no available replacement, may this advantage be increased.

d) If there are insufficient recognised front row forwards on either side then the match must be played with uncontested scrums. Lack of front row replacements is not a valid reason for postponement of the fixture.

e) If, during the game, an injury occurs to a front row forward and no recognised replacement is available, then the injured player may be replaced and the game shall continue with uncontested scrums. 

f) No side may use more than six replacements during the match. Once these have been used no further replacements may be made, except where a previously replaced player is required to continue with contested scrums. For all other positions, once a player has been replaced he may not take any further part in the match. 
Rolling replacements as used in Eastern Counties Leagues and above will not be used until 2013-14 season.

g) Only if both Captains agree, and inform the referee before the match begins, then the number , and use of, replacements may be changed. (This may be to allow more replacements, or “rolling replacements”)

h) The Committee has the power to deduct points for poor disciplinary record and or abuse of the referee by players or supporters.

4. RESULTS

a) BOTH TEAMS are responsible for reporting the result to the Competition Secretary by 6pm SUNDAY of the same weekend.

b) Failure by the HOME team to do so will result in that team forfeiting any competition points gained PLUS another TWO competition points. The AWAY team will be awarded the game, with the score of 20–0 and FOUR competition points, unless the actual score is more beneficial and has been reported in accordance with the rules.
