WOODFORDES NORFOLK MERIT TABLE CLUB COMPETITION 

RULES FOR Merit Table 3 only. (Main differences to MT1 & MT2 in RED)

1.THE COMPETITION

a) The full title of the competition (unless amended by resolution of the Norfolk Rugby Union) shall be ‘The Woodfordes Norfolk Merit Table’. Every reference by Clubs to matches in the competition shall include the full title. Clubs are expected to honour their sponsorship obligations to the fullest extent.

b) All matches in the competition shall be played under the laws of Rugby Union Football and shall comply with the bylaws, resolutions and regulations of the Rugby Football Union.. The management of the competition shall be vested in the Competition Sub-Committee of the Norfolk Rugby Union, who shall be responsible to the General Committee for organising the competition. They shall have full powers to deal, in cases of disagreement between clubs, on the interpretation of these rules or on any matter not covered by these rules in connection with the competition and its decision on any matter shall be final and binding.

c) In the event of a dispute or complaint, objections should be sent to the Competition Secretary, and must be received within 48 hours of the event causing the dispute. The dispute or complaint shall be heard by the President of the Norfolk Rugby Union and two officials of the Union appointed by him. A representative of each Club involved may be invited to attend and be heard. The decision of this Committee regarding the dispute or complaint shall be final and binding.

d) The numbers of teams in each division shall be up to a maximum of 12 (twelve).

e) Clubs may enter more than one team.

f) The final position of teams in a division shall be established by determining the PERCENTAGE of successes during a season. For this calculation a win will be 1 point, and a draw ½ point. The team who gains the highest percentage of points available, based on games played, will be placed first and be promoted. ONLY ONE team will be promoted per season.
            In the event of equality at the end of the season, positions will be determined by

i. the team having played the most games (i.e. cancelled the least) 

ii. the team with the most wins.

iii. the team with the largest points advantage

2. FIXTURES

a) Each team would be expected to arrange two competition matches against every other team

b) Dates of fixtures will be flexible but all games MUST be played on scheduled MT1 & MT2 weekends, unless agreed by both parties.

c) The Competitions Secretary should be sent a list of “notified fixtures” for verification by 31st August. This list will be used to determine “cancelled” fixtures where alternative arrangements have not been made.  

d) Unplayed games, for whatever reason, do not have to be rescheduled but all teams would be encouraged to do so. In the event of the game being cancelled due to weather, and not rearranged, the result will be entered as 0-0 draw for the purposes of the final positions.

e) In the event of a team being unable to fulfil a “notified fixture”, for reasons other than weather, that team will be deemed responsible for the cancellation. Where a competition match has been cancelled and is not rearranged, the match shall be awarded to the team not responsible for the cancellation. The score shall be entered as 0-0.

f) Entry to the competition is acceptance of these rules.

      3. MATCH RULES

a) The referee for a competition match shall be appointed by the Norfolk Rugby Union Referees’ Society. Referees on exchange may be appointed through the Norfolk Society and the Eastern Counties Referees’ Society. Should the appointed Referee fail to arrive at the ground or be unable to complete the match for any reason, another person may officiate with the agreement of both captains. Each team should provide a Touch Judge.

b) Having nominated a team, the Club shall ensure that such team shall consist of players who would normally be expected to play for that team. 

c) If there is a shortage of players, games should be played with no side starting with a numerical advantage of more than one. Only in the event of a sending off, yellow card, or injury with no available replacement, may this advantage be increased.

d) If there are insufficient recognised front row forwards on either side then the match must be played with uncontested scrums. Lack of front row replacements is not a valid reason for postponement of the fixture.

e) If, during the game, an injury occurs to a front row forward and no recognised front row replacement is available, then the injured player may be replaced and the game shall continue with uncontested scrums. 

f) Only if both Captains agree,  and inform the referee before the match begins, then the number , and use of, replacements may be variable. (This may be to allow more replacements, or “rolling replacements”)

g) The Committee has the power to deduct points for poor disciplinary record and or abuse of the referee by players or supporters.

4. RESULTS

a) BOTH TEAMS are responsible for reporting the result to the Competition Secretary by 6pm SUNDAY of the same weekend.

