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THAT PENALTY.

Andre Watson’s decision to penalise the England loose head in the dying minutes of the world cup final has probably become the most talked about refereeing decision since Wales famously lost to New Zealand, courtesy of a penalty awarded to the visitors, after Andy Haden dived out of a last minute line out.

Or so the sports myths would have us believe.

Haden dived out of the line out, as the TV replays will confirm, however this was not why the whistle went. Prior to the throw in, the referee, Roger Quittendon of England, warned both sets of players not to do anything stupid, only to have to penalize the Wales second row Geoff Wheel for climbing all over his opposite number. The correctly awarded penalty, and Mr. Quittendon’s frequent, subsequent pleas for the correct facts to be printed in articles about the match, has been lost in the mists of time. 

Fast-forward twenty-four years to last November, and a similar dramatic conclusion. After the match Mr. Watson said he had no regrets about blowing the whistle, England’s loose head deliberately did not engage at the scrum, and was penalised accordingly, end of matter, correct decision, all move on. Fair enough, but this particular scrum had been reset after Australia’s tight head had caused the scrum to collapse, and not for the first time. Martin Johnson’s plea to the Mr. Watson to do something about that Number Three can clearly be heard on the TV broadcast. A remark, which might have influenced the referee’s decision at the reset scrum…

Andre Watson had a problem in the second half; the increasing superiority of the English front row was causing a dilemma. Balancing a worked for advantage against the paramount issue of safety, particularly in view of the injury suffered in the semi-final by Ben Darwin. The spectre of the Australian prop lying still for ten minutes, while paramedics treated his injuries, before taking him off on a motorised stretcher was, quite rightly, not wanted at Rugby’s show piece finale. 

Australia’s front row reserves were nothing to shout about, and were further depleted with the semi-final neck injury to Ben Darwin. Their coach Eddie Jones knew this, and that England and France could out muscle all three southern hemisphere front rows, and his call for this year’s Super 12 tournament to have scrums is not the amusing quote it first appears to be. 

My final seasons playing at Lichfield saw me more than filling the No.2 shirt, and in conjunction with two equally wide props, John McCarthy, and Charlie Twigg, formed a fourth team front row that combined first team scrummaging with sixth team mobility. The second game of the season saw us score six pushover tries against a Stoke fourth’s front row made up of a centre and two wing forwards…. 

While the scrummaging coefficient stayed high, the penalties conceded also reached stratospheric numbers, as we would be repeatedly pinged for collapsing scrums, and other misdemeanours. The fault usually lay with the opposition front row, which collapsed under the excess pressure exerted, however the referee would usually disagree concluding, as Andre Watson was to many years later, that the superior front row was at fault.

When in doubt take the safety option, and quite right too.  England’s front row had experienced this thinking some ten months earlier at Twickenham. Their under strength front row experienced a torrid afternoon against a pumped up French side, only for the referee to penalise the visitors, much to the bewilderment of a commentating Brian Moore, someone who ought to know his front row play. What goes around, comes around. 

Back to 1979. Roger Quittendon made one mistake in the Wales – New Zealand match, but his error received little publicity in the subsequent debate. In the opening minutes Wales won possession on the halfway line, moving the ball to Fly Half Gareth Davies who, noting a looming back row passed to Steve Fenwick at inside centre to kick for position. As Fenwick kicked, the No 10 was hit hard and late, confirming his decision to offload quickly. The referee blew for a late tackle, but crucially awarded it where the kick landed, on the New Zealand 22. The correct decision was where Gareth Davies was hit; ten metres inside his own half. Wales took an easy three points, which by rights they should not have been awarded. This error didn’t generate the column inches of Haden’s dive, and Wales have now gone 51 years without beating the All Blacks.

Andrew Wilson


Secretary’s Report

February’s Members Meeting had a very good turnout for the Societies first ever Meeting at Uttoxeter RFC New Clubhouse, where all were made to feel extremely welcome, with a superb buffet laid on by the Staff at the Club. I would like to pass on the Members Thanks in print, for the hospitality shown on the evening.

Most of the Meeting was taken up with dealing with ‘Foul Play’ shown through Video and then analysts by the Membership with Members taking part. It shows only too clearly the different things that we all notice when seeing incidents of ‘Foul Play’. The video sequence was even more interesting in respect that it showed clips of incidents of ‘Foul Play’ down the Levels & how Referees had dealt with the incidents, (Rightly or Wrongly) in the opinion of the Membership.

Colin MacDonald then went on to talk about the Newly produced ‘Society & Federation’ Training courses, Colin aims to carry out training during the close season break. Colin will be circulating a questionnaire shortly to confirm numbers taking up the training courses and to outline the necessity of Referees to take the Training Course at Society Level, if they want to move onto Federation Levels. It should be the aim of all to get a pass in the Society course.
Paul Daniels produced for the meeting a very good written Quiz, but for those of you who weren’t present at the Members Meeting, you should find the Quiz later in this Edition of “Foot In Touch”…  See how you do!. 

There were some very interesting Points Of Law raised on the evening, Gentlemen, particularly to those of you we never see or hear at Members Meetings, perhaps you can put your Points of Law in an E-Mail to richardhware@aol.com  

We are still interested to hear what content you would like to be included in Society Members Meetings, What interests You?… What would you like discussed?… What would you like to share with the Membership?… 

Give it some thought & let us know.
Yours In Rugby   Derek Pemberton Hon; Sec
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Reminder from Hon. Sec.

Game:- ‘No Shows’

I still want to know about sides that fail to turn up for away games & Cancel Home games without any prior notification to the Referee. - Derek
Editors Comment – It happened to me first week of March. The team I was to referee never telephoned – I am fed up of having to telephone the clubs (it turned out later their game had been cancelled the previous Monday). I was given another game by re-appointments and when I turned up for that game it was a scratch home team against a different team to that advised on the Friday evening! Three out of last four games I have not been called by the Club!! What are other Refs experiences – Letters to Editor please.

? Question Time ?

Some Questions but no answers. Discuss at the Referees monthly meeting.

 U14 Match, what size ball do they use, and what are the playing times for that age group?


At what age group, can a player in the lineout be supported?


 What is the playing time for that age group?


At what age group do you start to play with 15 a side?


You send off a U16 player, who do you send your report forms too? And why?


An injured player requires hospital treatment, what documentation do you do if any?


When you send someone off the field of play, what details do you write down at that point for your report?


What is the maximum amount of time someone can stay off the pitch with a blood injury?


If a person stays off for 10 minutes with a blood injury, then comes back on. Then later goes off for a further 10 minutes with the same injury, can he come back on?


After a try is scored a team take a conversion at goal. The none scoring team stand behind the posts. When the kick is taken, the none scoring team run out shouting. What is your decision?

         Division 3 Ladies League Match.

Home team have 15 players, and the away team arrive with 14 players. What numbers do both teams start with in the match?


Both teams give you the team sheet before a league match. You see two players playing for the same team with a different named team in brackets by their names.  (This means their registered to a different club) Is this allowed by the WRFU? What are the regulations?


 What is the playing duration at this level?


Division 1 Ladies Match.


Home team have 15 players, and the away team arrive with 13 players. What numbers do both teams start with?

Thanks to Dave Turner

Q U I Z  ? ?

1. You award a scrum and notice that ‘time’ has almost expired.  What must happen before 40 minutes has elapsed so that play may continue to the next stoppage?  Is it the blowing of the whistle OR engagement of the front rows OR the ball being put into the scrum?  Or some thing else?  Ditto the line-out.

2. In hot weather, Blues have been ‘camped’ near the Red try-line for some minutes.  The Red captain calls for their one-minute water break.  What is your action?

3. Blue winger is tackled and throws the ball two metres to the side.  What do you do if the Red runs back to the tackle zone and he 

a. Dives on the ball and picks it up?

b. Stays on his feet and picks it up?

4. Where must a player who has been ‘yellow carded stand?

5. Where must a player who has been ‘red carded’ stand?  

6. What options are available to the defending side if the ball goes through their in-goal after

a. Kick-off

b. Kick in open play

c. Penalty kick at goal

d. Penalty kick out of the hand

e. 22 drop-out

f. The ball ricochets off a defender who made no attempt to catch or charge down the ball.

7. Blue player runs impedes Red 10 as he is trying to take a quick 22 drop-out.  What is your decision and where?

8. Red win their scrummage near their line.  Red 15 takes deep position to receive pass from scrum-half.  Before the pass is made Red 10 moves in close to scrummage but behind rear foot, in line with Red 15 and Blue flanker.

9. Blue chips in-goal.  Both Blue and Red dive on the ball at the same time (alternatively you are unsighted).

10. Red catches ball direct from opponent’s kick in open play; the resultant maul does not move and the ball does not emerge – Decision?

11. In diving with the ball to score a try the player touches the flag of the corner post.

12. At a Red line-out the ball travels 4 metres and is caught by (a) Red (b) Blue.

13. Blue winger is dribbling the ball on the ground.  As he crosses the halfway line he kicks the ball (which is in play) with his left leg whilst his right foot is on the touch line.  The ball bounces into touch on Red’s 10m line.

14. Reds catch and hold at a line-out.  Red 2 peels off from the front as does Red 7 from the back.  The ball is then passed back to red 2 who then passes to Red 7 (who is now 17m in field).  Both players continuously move.

Thanks to Paul Daniels
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Referee Mentorship

With the lack of ongoing training within

the Staffordshire Society, for newly

appointed referees and ‘old’ hands, it’s

about time the ‘senior’ referees put

something back into the Society in order

that the society improves its overall

standard and delivery to the customer -

The clubs.

At some early stage of a referees career,

problems, doubts, solutions need to be

addressed and instilled as a foundation

or base to springboard him through the

‘levels’. If this fails to happen and bad

habits are adopted, then not only does

he let himself down, but the society as

well.  At the same time, the referee

needs to put in the effort to improve or

want to improve otherwise any form of

training is pointless!!

What we need are several sound based

Referees / Advisers, who don’t mind

having the odd phone call from a referee

when he /she has a problem

!!  A number

of referees taking on board 2/3 junior

referees, and being a Mentor or point of

contact for advice pre match or post

match.

This is just a draft proposal, and I would

like referees to respond positively with

some kind of policy or mentorship

package to be adopted by the Society.

Any form of training is better than

none!!

Yours sincerely,

D. TURNER

Once a ‘D’ Grade or Level 10 Referee!!
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M A R C H  Members MEETING





Monday 29th March





Trentham R.F.C.





BE THERE!!!!!





JASON LEONARD OBE RETIRES


Sir Clive Woodward paid tribute today to Jason Leonard OBE, following his decision to retire from international rugby after the 2004 RBS Nations.





Clive Woodward said "I had a long and positive chat with Jason this morning when he told me of his decision. Jason has been an outstanding ambassador for the game on and off the pitch. All of his caps for England have been earned on merit and his contribution towards four Grand Slams and a RWC win with the national team has been massive over the last fourteen years.





"Jason has played at the top level of the game for his country, the British Lions & Irish Lions and NEC Harlequins with distinction and he will be sorely missed by his team mates in the England squad, the coaches, management and of course the fans. 





"There are two games left in the RBS Six Nations for England and Jason remains in contention for each of them. When Jason decides to retire from club rugby I would like him to consider a coaching role within the game and hopefully at the RFU. He has a lot to offer and his experience would be invaluable. On behalf of the England team I'd like to wish him every success in the future."











�











ZURICH PREMIERSHIP- DOUBLE HEADER


Premier Rugby today announced that the 2004/05 Zurich Premiership season will kick off with a special all London Double Header at Twickenham on Saturday 4th September 2004.  The four London clubs in the Zurich Premiership - London Irish, London Wasps, NEC Harlequins and Saracens - will play their opening premiership fixtures against each other on the first Saturday of the new domestic season.  The event at Twickenham aims to create real excitement in the capital city and provides supporters of all four London based clubs with a fantastic day of world class rugby at the home of England Rugby.  The other eight clubs will be in action over the opening weekend with fixtures to be confirmed towards the end of this season. 


 


Taine Randall of Saracens, who was in central London today for the launch of the event, explained why he believes the London Double Header will be a treat for the London fans, "The London derbies are always popular and real occasions. By staging them on the opening weekend of the season at such a great venue as Twickenham it will make the 4th September a date not to miss for any London rugby fan. Having seen the support that the World Cup players received on the trophy parade through London in December I am confident that there are a lot of people in the city who are interested in rugby and who would enjoy this as another great rugby occasion even if they don't currently support one of the four London clubs.   The four London clubs boast an enviable, world class line up of players making this event one not to be missed." 











Edited by Richard Ware, 22 Nantwich Road, Audley, Staffordshire ST7 8DH


Tel: 01782-723431 E-mail: � HYPERLINK mailto:richardhware@aol.com ��richardhware@aol.com�





Gentlemen, I would appreciate any article in by the Second Week of April. Any Contributions on Rugby Subjects Welcome.     Richard.














QUIZ ANSWERS





When the scrum or line-out has formed i.e. players are in position (not when the ball has been thrown in).  (2 points)





Play continues – the break should be taken after a score or when play is near half-way.  (2 points)





Blue winger is tackled and throws the ball two metres to the side.  What do you do if the next man running directly back is Red and he


Dives on the ball and picks it up?  Penalty to Blue at the infringement  (2 points)


Stays on his feet and picks it up?  Play on, the tackle ‘zone’ extends for one metre either side of the tackle.  (2 points)





Where must a player who has been ‘yellow carded’ stand?  Behind the ‘attacking’ posts  (2 points) or the technical area.  Somewhere where the referee can see him.





Where must a player who has been ‘red carded’ stand?  Away from the playing enclosure, preferably the changing room.





What options are available to the defending side if the ball goes through their in-goal after


Kick-off  Kick again or scrum back (1 point)


Kick in open play 22m drop-out or scrum back (1 point)


Penalty kick at goal 22m drop-out (1 point)


Penalty kick out of the hand 22m drop-out or scrum back (1 point)


22 drop-out 22m drop-out or scrum back. (1 point)


The ball ricochets off a defender who makes no attempt to catch or charge down the ball. 22m drop-out (1 point)





Blue player runs in front of Red 10 trying to take a quick 22 drop-out.  Penalty, anywhere on the 22m line.  (2 points)





Red scrummage near their line.  Red 15 takes deep position to receive pass from scrum-half.  Red 10 moves in close to scrummage in line with 15 but behind rear foot.  Penalty against Red 10 – he is moving into an offside position.  (2 points)





Blue chips in-goal.  Both Blue and Red dive on the ball at the same time.  5-Metre scrum, attacking side ball.  (2 points)





Red catches ball direct from Blue’s kick in open play; the resultant maul does not move – Decision?  Any exceptions to the above? Scrum down – Red ball(2 points)





In diving with the ball to score a try the player touches the flag of the corner post – what do you award?  Try.  (2 points)





At a Red line-out the ball travels 4 metres and is caught by (a) Red (b) Blue.  (a) Scrum 15 – Blue (b) Free kick 15m - Red  (2 points)





Blue winger is dribbling the ball on the ground.  As he crosses the halfway line he kicks the ball (which is in play) with his left leg whilst his right foot is on the touch line.  The ball bounces into touch on Red’s 10m line.  Red line-out on Red 10m line. (2 points)








Reds catch at a line-out.  Red 2 peels off from the front as does Red 7 from the back.  The ball is passed back to red 2 who then passes to Red 7 (who is 17m in field).































































































WARNING


A number of our County Clubs have had valuables stolen from their changing rooms. DO NOT leave your valuables in the changing rooms. Lock them in your vehicle





Telecom Management Services


Non Geographic No’s ..0800 ..0845 ..0870


Revenue Generating Telephone No’s 0909…0906…0901 etc.





 


We can organise and set up Non Geo. Number’s delivered to your existing Telephone Lines at no cost to your business.


No additional line rental


Lower cost calls to 0800 & 0845








Encourage your customers, new & existing to call on your own 0800 or 0845 Number;


Show you care. They will call your Company first before a Competitor!!





Telephone T.M.S. now


For details on


0800 358 8876


Also available:- Refurbished Second User Telephone Systems & Installation at Competitive Prices

















A coin toss determined which clubs would play with notional 'home advantage' and the fixtures will be reversed next season.  London Irish will play NEC Harlequins at 2.00pm and Saracens will play London Wasps at 4.15pm*. Both matches will be broadcast live by Sky Sports.    


 


Mark Evans, Director of Rugby at NEC Harlequins, is also looking forward to the new concept, "Everyone knows the problems we face with capacity at the Stoop. We are currently the smallest club in terms of capacity and have had several sell outs already this season with tickets to our last three home games already sold out.  





The history between the two clubs means the fixture between Quins and London Irish is always popular and so we could probably predict now that that game will be sold out.  This initiative not only means we won't need to turn supporters away but it has the potential to become a special event in the London sporting calendar.  





Sport these days is all about staging big events, making it an experience for fans on and off the pitch and the London Double Header is a great example of this.  It will hopefully become one of THE sporting events in the London calendar." 


 


Season ticket holders at all four clubs will receive a ticket as part of their club season ticket packages and additional tickets can be purchased from each of the four clubs priced £20/30 to cover both matches.  All kids tickets (16 or under) are priced at just £5.  





Tickets will be on sale from the four clubs and from Ticketmaster from Monday 29th March. 








�








Green Cards





A summary of the judgement in the 


Allport vs. Wilbraham case - 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rfu.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/RFUHome.Refereeing_Detail/StoryID/5522" \o "http://www.rfu.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/RFUHome.Refereeing_Detail/StoryID/5522" �http://www.rfu.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/RFUHome.Refereeing_Detail/StoryID/5522�


Highlights the importance of green cards as a form of contemporaneous evidence.


 


Let me once again assure all referees that I store ALL cards - even those with 'straight 4s'!!!!!


 


There are also implications (albeit less serious) when a referee's competence is called into question at disciplinary hearings.  So please help me to help you by sending in your cards.


 


Regards


Paul Daniels





Gentlemen,





We should be holding a Referee Levels Meeting at the end of April, so it is very important that you get all of your Green Cards in to me as soon as at all possible.





Also a polite reminder for you to complete and return ALL Blue Cards on games done.





We do need to get a summary of the Blue Cards out to the Clubs.
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