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Editorials
I hope you are all well rested as a new season is upon us! The summer break seems to get shorter every year, although the summer international tours have made it seem worse. Despite this, it has seemed recently that it was the middle of the season with torrential rain reminiscent of February. Due to our mild and relatively dry winter I now propose that the rugby and cricket seasons are swapped round! I hope the article on safety/clothing as brought up at the AGM is of interest (thank you to Clive for his input), as I hope is the kit feature. Please, please, please send us anecdotes etc. that we can put in future issues. It need only be a paragraph or two – just something to fill the gaps. Finally, I hope you have an enjoyable and rewarding season.

Simon Griffiths

So, another new season, is just me (and my age) that thinks that they come around much quicker these days? New season new challenges - for me hopefully refereeing on a fairly regular basis (what have I done?), for Simon adult games from November, for Matthew Carley a degree course and refereeing in our back yard, and I expect, new challenges for most of us. Good luck to all Society members in their aspirations for the coming season.


Dean Griffiths

Safety Issues:

Players Clothing

At the AGM an issue was brought up regarding the wearing of sunglasses by players. Whilst we ought not go into specifics we were asked to produce a piece on clothing etc to advise on our authority as referees to ask for the removal of what we may feel is dangerous. 

Under Law 4.4 (h) A player must not wear any item of clothing that is normally permitted by Law, but, in the referee’s opinion that is liable to cause injury to a player. 

Under Law 4.5 (b) The referee has power to decide at any time, before or during the match, that part of a players clothing is dangerous or illegal. If the referee decides that clothing is dangerous or illegal the referee must order the player to remove it. The player must not take part in the match until the items of clothing are removed. 

In addition to this, Law 4.6 prohibits the wearing during a match of items not specified in Law 4.  Law 4 does not specify eye protectors such as sunglasses or goggles of any description.

Other Laws relevant in this context as 6.A.3(b) and 6.A.5(a).

So in conclusion, it is clear from the above that apart from any application of common sense, a referee is empowered under the Laws to decide whether an item worn by a player whilst these Laws weigh very heavily on us to bear responsibility for much of what happens on the pitch, they also give us the power to deem clothes not suitable, not just according to the written Laws, but also by common sense led by what we can see in front of us prior to a match. 

Please refer to Laws 4 and 6

Simon Griffiths

News

NEW GRADING SYSTEM

For the 2004/5 season we are coming into line with other societies by introducing the ‘Levels’ grading system. The new grades are on the website. The grade you are given (e.g. L11) indicates the level of match that you would normally be allowed to referee up to.

NEW LAW BOOK

The new law book is out, complete with lovely colourful photos and diagrams! There are this year extensive amendments to the Laws and particularly to the interpretations of them. Hopefully Biggsy will update us as usual.

The Kit Issue

What should we take with us into the war zone that is a rugby pitch in Gloucestershire? Do we need just ourselves or would an AK-47 be useful? Here is a (fairly) comprehensive list of what is needed as a referee (add your own self-defence items as necessary).

· Whistles - x2

· Score sheet

· Pencils (not pens)

· Red and yellow card (not to be brandished a la comedy ref)

· Watches – x2 (one running and one to be stopped at stoppages)

Many also take handkerchiefs onto the pitch (tissues get wet and soggy).


Your appearance on the pitch is primarily down to the kit you’re wearing. This should be a plain rugby shirt, rugby shorts and a pair of socks - pulled up, not round the ankles (string or elasticised bands are very useful for this).

Simon Griffiths

Useful Phrases

What to say to an irate supporter:

‘God will pardon me, it is his trade.’

For a captain who doesn’t know the Laws:

‘Better to keep your mouth shut and appear stupid than to open it and remove all doubt.’

Monthly Meeting

CCSC, April 2004

At the last “proper” meeting of last season we had a very good talk given by Andy Melrose on the subject of  “Difficult Decisions”. We all have or will need to make these decisions, and how we handle a difficult situation on the field of play can be critical to the way the remainder of the game is played. 

The main points of Andy’s presentation are:

Difficult decisions happen, there are reasons why the decision can be seen as difficult, as referees we have to make those decisions and, we have to live with them.

“The best referee is the one you never notice”

Andy was not impressed by this old adage

If you make the difficult decisions you will be noticed

If you are not brave enough to make the difficult call then you might not be noticed

If you deal correctly with Foul Play you will be noticed

If you dip out you may not be noticed

Why is it difficult?

Too many bodies

You’re out of position

Weather

Temperature of the Match

Who’s winning

Too fast

Forgot Law

Player reaction

Making the decision

Be confident – state what happened and your decision

Keep a straight face – do not show anger (or amusement, or bemusement!)

Acknowledge it was a close call (particularly when you are not 100% certain of what happened)

Stick with it, do not enter into discussions

Move on and forget about it – do not let it influence the way you referee the rest of the match

Predict consequences and prepare for potential repercussions

How can we influence the way that the match will be played, and reduce the probability of some of these difficult decisions arising?

Create the ENVIRONMENT that helps us make DIFFICULT DECISIONS by having a POSITIVE IMAGE with the players

Presenting a Positive Image

Are we helping ourselves?, what image do you present?, referee? TJ? assessor? coach? spectator?

Before the match, turn up with plenty of time to find the coaches and introduce yourself. Be smart, society shirt & tie. Look the part before you start. Keep the pre-match talks concise (and as Biggsy has reminded us don’t ask if there are any questions when you finish).

During the match, be confident, have empathy for players and the game – if an offence is technical and has no material effect on the game why stop the flow? Show that you understand the game and what the players are trying to achieve, let them play, but do not shirk the difficult decision when it arises.

After the match, scrub yourself up nicely and head for the bar. Have a drink and socialise, try not to get into discussions about decisions made earlier, they may not be productive. Know when to leave.

Remember that, chances are, you will be refereeing these teams again,

THE IMAGE YOU PORTRAY CAN HAVE CONSEQUENCES

Andy Melrose

Expenses (Level 5)

With effect from this season, the RFU has reduced its funding of all level 5 clubs by an amount which has been set aside to pay for referees' travelling expenses for level 5 league matches.  The money has been equally distributed between each of the four Groups in the country to fund these expenses.  

The new system applies to level 5 league matches only (i.e. no other levels, no other types of match).  Referees are required to claim their expenses for these matches from the appropriate Group Treasurer, in our case Terry Friend of the South West Group (trf@fclnet.com) phone 01752 360148.  Claim forms are available from our General Secretary Alan White.  

In a change from past practice, claims are to be made direct from the SW Group, not from the club or from the Society, even when appointments are local (e.g. Cinderford v Gloucester OB) or on Society exchange(e.g. Morley v Huddersfield), provided that they are league matches at level 5.

From Clive Annetts

Referee Scholarship:

Matthew Carley

Congratulations Matthew and welcome to refereeing in Gloucestershire!

The challenge of simultaneously completing a degree and refereeing on the rugby fields of Gloucestershire would be pretty daunting to even the most seasoned of campaigners but this unique task is facing 19-year-old Matthew Carley.

Carley, from Deal in Kent, has been offered the first rugby referee scholarship in the United Kingdom, being run by the University of Gloucestershire. The University are working in tandem with the RFU and the Gloucester and District Referees Society in offering the scholarship, that will run alongside Carley's degree in sports science.

Carley is already a rugby referee at B3 level and has recently been promoted to the South East Federation Panel.

The initial talks regarding a possible scholarship were held between Durham, White and Premiership football referee Clive Wilkes, while rugby referee development officer for the south west, Andy Melrose, entered the fray soon after.
The Gloucester Referees Society then heard the proposals and chairman Clive Annetts, along with Alan White, worked hard to ensure the project came to fruition.

Carley will now become a member of the Society and the Gloucestershire Federation and will be given regular refereeing appointments.

There will be the opportunity of membership to the Federation development squad and to work with development officers and full-time referees.

Emma Smith (The Citizen)

Quote of the Article

"I have been told that the way they play rugby in Gloucestershire is slightly different to the way they play in Kent," said Carley.
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